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by Lara Wheeler

Shelley Wildeman offers her viewers a unique glimpse into the
passage of time through her photo-based art of public spaces.
By combining documentary photography with the graphic arts,
Wildeman has created a unique aesthetic that she uses to depict
people’s interactions with their surroundings.

A self-described ‘urbanite’ who enjoys the act of people-
watching, Wildeman began her study of public spaces and
human presence on a visit to South Beach, Miami, where she
initially intended to document the beach’s art-deco lifeguard
stations. Instead, she says she became more interested in what
was going on around the stations: “You have to really stop for a
while and become part of the landscape to go into that zone. I
became a voyeur. The beach is a particularly interesting public
space because we have permission to stare at people in a way
we don’t elsewhere,” says Wildeman. This experience inspired
Wildeman to pursue a new artistic direction in her work to
allow her viewers to feel more a part of the changing scene.

Wildeman deliberately selects public locations of social or
cultural relevance to provoke feelings of nostalgia. In her recent
work, Wildeman takes a number of hand held photographs of
a single space over time, and assembles them one on top of
each other, in order to create a single image that represents
moments in time. “The experience of the single documentary
instant is multiplied, amplifying the viewer’s feeling of being
in that place at that time,” says Wildeman. It’s an effect that
she stumbled on in the process of composing a triptych. “I
was layering my shots with levels of transparency just to line
them up, and I noticed what a wonderful and effective way of
presenting several moments of the same scene. So I scrapped
the triptych!” Experimenting with photographic layers helped
to develop Wildeman's emerging aesthetic.

Experimentation is what first led Wildeman to begin integrating
photography and photographic processes into her art. Educated
as a graphic designer, Wildeman says it took her a number of
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